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Today’s  readings:  Acts 4:32- 35  | 1 Jn 5:1-6 | Jn 20:19- 31
Welcome Father John

April 12, 2015 – 2nd Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy Sunday)
BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO HAVE NOT SEEN AND YET BELIEVE

From a short speech on Divine Mercy Sunday delivered by Pope Francis in April 2013:

Dear Brothers and Sisters!
I renew to everyone my good wishes for Easter in the very words of the Risen Jesus: “Peace be with 
you”. This is not a greeting nor even a simple good wish: it is a gift, indeed, the precious gift that Christ 
offered his disciples after he had passed through death and hell. He gives peace, as he had promised: 
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you”. This peace is 
the fruit of the victory of God’s love over evil, it is the fruit of forgiveness. And it really is like this: true 
peace, that profound peace, comes from experiencing God’s mercy. Today is Divine Mercy Sunday, as 
John Paul II wanted it to be.
John’s Gospel tells us that Jesus appeared twice to the Apostles enclosed in the Upper Room: the first 
time on the evening of the Resurrection itself, and on that occasion Thomas, who said unless I see and 
touch I will not believe, was absent. The second time, eight days later, Thomas was there as well. And 
Jesus said to him: “I invite you to look at my wounds, to touch them”; then Thomas exclaimed: “My 
Lord and my God!”. So Jesus said: “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who 
have not seen and yet believe”. Who were those who believed without seeing? Other disciples, other 
men and women of Jerusalem, who, on the testimony of the Apostles and the women, believed, even 
though they had not met the Risen Jesus. Blessed are those who have not seen but have believed: this is 
the beatitude of faith! In every epoch and in every place blessed are those who, on the strength of the 
word of God proclaimed in the Church and witnessed by Christians, believe that Jesus Christ is the love 
of God incarnate, Mercy incarnate. And this applies for each one of us!
As well as his peace Jesus gave the Apostles the Holy Spirit so that they could spread the forgiveness of 
sins in the world. The Church is sent by the Risen Christ to pass on to men and women the forgiveness 
of sins and thereby make the Kingdom of love grow, to sow peace in hearts so that they may also be 
strengthened in relationships, in every society, in institutions. 
And the Spirit of the Risen Christ drove out fear from the Apostles’ hearts and impelled them to leave 
the Upper Room in order to spread the Gospel. Let us too have greater courage in witnessing to our 
faith in the Risen Christ! We must not be afraid of being Christian and living as Christians! We must 
have this courage to go and proclaim the Risen Christ, for he is our peace, he made peace with his love, 
with his forgiveness, with his Blood and with his mercy. Together let us pray the Virgin Mary that she 
help us, Bishop and People, to walk in faith and charity, ever trusting in the Lord’s mercy: he always 
awaits us, loves us, has pardoned us with his Blood and pardons us every time we go to him to ask his 
forgiveness. Let us trust in his mercy!

[Source: w2.vatican.va]

N E W S
HOPE THEATRE NAIROBI – The theatre group, made up mainly from young people from Nairobi to whom 
it offers a whole new perspective, will come to St. Michael to show “The Fair Trade Play”, a performance of 
video, theatre play, dance and songs on the reality of every day life in Nairobi and the diverse relations between 
Africa and Europe. On Thursday, April 23, at 19:00 – the entrance is free, please spare a small donation!  If you would like to be added to our email list please send your contact information to:

infoheidelberg@internationalcatholiccommunity.com

mailto:infoheidelberg@internationalcatholiccommunity.com

