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18th Sunday in Ordinary Time – The multiplication of the loaves and fishes

The common theme of today’s readings is the provident care of a 
loving and merciful God who generously shares his riches with us, 
and invites us to practice His sharing love in our lives. They tell us 
that God really cares about His people and that there is enough 
and more than enough for everybody. 
The meaning of the Eucharist we celebrate here today is that as 
Christians we have to commit ourselves to share and to work with 
God in communicating His compassion to all. God is a caring 
Father, but He wants our co-operation. People of our time have to 
be encouraged to share, even when they think they have nothing to 
offer. Whatever we offer through Jesus will have a life-giving effect 
in those who receive it. 

Let us offer everything to God saying, “Here is what I am and what I have Lord; use me.” And He 
will, blessing and amplifying everything beyond our expectations.  As we begin to give, we will 
discover that the Lord moves in where we are not adequate, and He abundantly supplies what is 
needed. When we give what we have to God, and we ask Him to bless it, it is then the miracle 
happens. 
We, too, can perform wonders in our own time and place, by imitating the four "Eucharistic verbs” 
of Jesus:  take humbly and generously what God gives us, bless it by offering it to others in God’s 
love, break away from our own needs and selfish interests for the sake of others and give with joy-
filled gratitude to God who has blessed us with so much.

[shortened from: Bishops' Conference of India – http://cbci.in/Sunday-Reflections.aspx]
[picture: http://catholicexchange.com/hidden-meaning-of-the-loaves-and-fishes]

N E W S …
Welcome Father Leonard!  Throughout the month of August, Father Leonard will be celebrating mass with us. We warmly welcome him to our community and thank him in advance for ministering to us. 

If you would like to be added to our email list please send your contact information to:
infoheidelberg@internationalcatholiccommunity.com
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