
ICCH
International Catholic Community of HeidelbergSt. Michael’s Church, Kirschgartenstr. 35,  69126 Heidelberg Südstadt         06221/13020 – office Fr. Christof HeimpelToday’s   readings:   Dt 4:1-2, 6-8   |   Jas 1:17-18, 21b-22, 27   |   Mk 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23  Welcome Father John

Date – 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
“This people honors me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.”

In today’s Gospel passage, the Pharisees and scribes come to investigate Jesus. The watchdogs of 
religious tradition cite  Jesus for running a rather lax operation!  Jesus calls  them “hypocrites”. 
They  cling  to  human  precepts  and  put  their  trust  in  the  traditions  of  their  elders  over  the 
commandment of God. Against these Pharisees’ narrow, legalistic, and external practices of piety 
in  matters  of  purification,  external  worship,  and  observance  of  commandments,  Jesus  sets  in 
opposition the true moral intent of the divine law. Jesus’ point is well taken – and  most Pharisees 
would have agreed – that internal attitude is more important than the externals of the law.

Jesus rejects the Pharisees’ and the scribes’ notion of sin. For Jesus, sin is the human spirit gone 
wrong, not a failure to distinguish between types of food. The letter of the law without compassion 
is dehumanizing. God doesn’t desire legalism. Instead, because of what God has done in Jesus 
Christ,  the Father  offers  a new kind of life.  One doesn’t  have to worry about how well  one is  
obeying the rules and keeping oneself clean.

Having been made clean, we are now free to use our hands to serve others. We might even get  
them dirty in the process. God gives freedom from the law. God offers his grace. That is the same 
good news we get to share as we serve the legal-minded, the crowds, and even the disciples of 
Jesus who are around us.

Who are the modern-day Pharisees and their followers? In addition to being moral and religious 
and zealous, modern-day Pharisees and their followers do not believe that salvation is conditioned 
on the work of Christ alone; instead, they believe that salvation is ultimately up to human efforts 
and what the sinner adds to Christ’s work!

In contrast to the modern-day Pharisees and their followers, true Christians are those who boast in  
Christ crucified and no other, meaning that they believe that Christ’s work is the only thing that 
makes the difference between salvation and condemnation. They know that their own efforts form 
absolutely no part of their acceptance before God. They rest in Christ alone as their only hope,  
knowing that it is the work of Christ by the grace of God that guarantees salvation.

Jesus showed that only those who were sinners in need of a healer, who do not have righteousness 
in themselves, who are devoid of divine entitlement, who do not deserve to be in fellowship with  
God, are the ones He came to call to repentance.

[Source: Fr. Thomas Rosica, http://saltandlighttv.org/blog/category/rosicareflections]

N E W S
2  ND   ANNIVERSARY   – Our second anniversary as a community is coming up: ICCH celebrated its first English 
Mass on September 8, 2013. We are currently planning to celebrate the anniversary most likely on September 13 
(thus, postpone the social gathering for one week) and will discuss it in this Sunday's meeting of the Parish Team 
– suggestions are highly welcome! You will receive more information in next week's bulletin...
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