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 Readings for Christmas Day: Is 52:7-10 | Heb 1:1-6 | Jn 1:1-18

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; for a child is born to us, a son is given us.
We wish all our members a blessed Christmas time full of peace, joy and hope! Let the light coming from Bethlehem shine 
into every corner of your hearts and lives as we celebrate the birth of our Savior. A very merry Christmas to you all!

I Am There
Now God says to us
What He has already said to the earth as a whole
Through His grace-filled birth:
I am there. I am with you.
I am your life. I am your time.
I am the gloom of your daily routine. Why will you not hear it?
I weep your tears - pour yours out to me.
I am your joy.
Do not be afraid to be happy; ever since I wept, joy is the standard of living.
That is really more suitable than the anxiety and grief of those who have no hope.

I am the blind alley of all your paths,
For when you no longer know how to go any farther,
Then you have reached me, 
Though you are not aware of it.
I am in your anxiety, for I have shared it. 
I am in the prison of your finiteness,
For my love has made me your prisoner.
I am in your death,
For today I began to die with you, because I was born,
And I have not let myself be spared any real part of this 
experience.
I am present in your needs;
I have suffered them and they are now transformed.

I am there.
I no longer go away from this world.
Even if you do not see me now, I am there.
My love is unconquerable.
I am there.
It is Christmas.
Light the Candles! They have more right to exist then all the darkness.
It is Christmas.
Christmas that lasts forever.

[Source: Karl Rahner S.J., The Eternal Year]



O U R  S C H E D U L E  F O R  C H R I S T M A S  T I M E

Holy Mass at ICCH in Christmas Time
On December 25, Christmas Day, Mass at ICCH starts at 12 noon, thus one hour earlier than usual! 
There is no Mass in English on December 26 – which, as the “Second Day of Christmas”, is a holy day of 
obligation for Catholics in Germany. For those wishing to attend Mass on that Day, please check the 
timetable added below that lists celebrations in the nearest churches. 
On Sunday, December 27 (Holy Family), Mass at ICCH is back to its normal time of 1pm.

Solemnities in January
The new year starts with two holidays in its first week (both holy days of obligation in our diocese): 
On January 1 at 1pm, we will have Mass at ICCH for the Solemnity of the Virgin Mary Mother of God.
On January 6, the Epiphany of the Lord, however, there is no Mass in English; again, please check the 
timetable of nearby Masses below.

ICCH program for January
Due to the celebrations and many of our members traveling during Christmas time, the usual ICCH 
program will be delayed by a week: Our monthly social gathering will thus take place on January 10; 
confessions will be on January 17 after Mass.

SERVICES AT CHURCHES NEARBY ST. MICHAEL DURING CHRISTMAS TIME

Some of the Christmas activities in the City Church of Heidelberg that take place in the next churches 
around are listed below. Here, you can find additional services for families etc.; as well as suggestions 
on where to attend Mass on those days when we do not have Mass in English at ICCH.

December 24 – Christmas Eve15:30 St. Johannes (Rohrbach) Ecumenical Service for families and kids with nativity play16:00 St. Michael Ecumenical Service for families and kids with nativity play/ musical18:00 St. Johannes (Rohrbach) Vigil Mass22:00 St. Bonifatius (Weststadt) Solemn Mass at night (traditional “Christmette”)
December 25 – Christmas Day9:30 St. Johannes (Rohrbach) Holy Mass18:30 St. Michael Holy Mass
December 26 – St. Stephen – “Second Day of Christmas”9:30 St. Johannes (Rohrbach) Holy Mass11:00 St. Bonifatius (Weststadt) Holy Mass
January 1 – The Virgin Mary Mother of God18:00 St. Johannes (Rohrbach) Holy Mass
January 6 – The Epiphany of the Lord9:30 St. Johannes (Rohrbach) Holy Mass

The whole list of Masses and services in the Heidelberg City Church can be found online at: http://www.stadtkirche-heidelberg.de/html/veranst/gottesdienste612.html?&
If you would like to be added to our email list please send your contact information to:

infoheidelberg@internationalcatholiccommunity.com
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