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Today’s   readings:   2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16   | R  om 16:25-27   | L  k 1:26-38  
Welcome Father Peter Amowe

December 21 – 4th Sunday of Advent

“May it be done to me according to your word.”

Jesus'  earthly  existence begins  with  Mary’s  “Yes”  in  today's 
account  of  the  Annunciation.   The  Church  teaches  that  the 
conception of Jesus in Mary's womb by the power of the Holy 
Spirit  took place at the moment that Mary agreed to be the 
mother  of  Jesus.  If  Mary  had  said  “No”  instead  of  “Yes”, 
history  might  have been different – although we know that 
God's plans would not have been frustrated.  As a teenage girl, 
betrothed but not yet married to Joseph, Mary's choice was no 
easy  one.  Her  “Yes”  changed  the  world.  Her  obedience  to 
God's call changed the lives of all of us.   

How many times have we said “No” to God? How different would things be – for us and for 
others – if we had said “Yes” to him more often?

We need to say a courageous and generous “Yes” to God as Mary did.  True obedience 
comes from a free choice made in the light of what is true and good. It often requires a 
great deal of courage, because it can involve going against the tide of social expectations. 
True obedience also aims at putting oneself at the service of something/someone that is 
greater than oneself by accepting what God clearly wants us to do or what He wants to do  
through us. Jesus' own moment of greatness, like his Mother’s, came when he said “Yes” to 
his Father, and Jesus' own obedience is our model. Will we surrender to God and allow 
God to do what, from our human point of view, seems impossible?  Will we surrender our  
agenda,  our  will  and  our  kingdom to God and allow God’s  agenda,  will  and Kingdom 
become a reality for and through us? It is by saying, with Jesus and Mary, a wholehearted 
and totally unconditional “Yes” to God that Jesus will be re-born in me or maybe even born 
in me for the first time. By my saying “yes”, Jesus will be born or reborn in others too.

St. Francis said: "We are the mother of Christ when we carry him in our heart… and we give 
birth to him through our holy works which ought to shine on others by our example.”

[Source: Catholic Bishops' Conference of India – http://cbci.in/Sunday-Reflections.aspx
picture: “Annonciation” - Communauté de Taizé]

N E W S …

CHRISTMAS – Mass on Christmas Day, December 25, will take place at 1pm. 
Also, unlike last year ICCH will not take a break during Christmas Time, so our last mass this year 
is December 28, the first one in 2015 will be on January 4.

If you would like to be added to our email list please send your contact information to:
infoheidelberg@internationalcatholiccommunity.com

http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/1:26
http://www.usccb.org/bible/romans/16:25
http://www.usccb.org/bible/2samuel/7:1
mailto:infoheidelberg@internationalcatholiccommunity.com

