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December 28, 2014 – The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph

Mary, Joseph and Jesus model for us the life of the Holy Family. Joseph exhibited great trust in  
God and demonstrated intense devotion and love in caring for Mary and 
Jesus.  Scripture  does  not  quote  a  single  word of  Joseph,  and yet  his 
actions speak volumes of a strong man devoted to God and family. Mary, 
too, showed tremendous faith in God and trusted in God’s love for her. 
As  wife,  she  helped Joseph in  his  quest  for  holiness.  As  mother,  she 
cared for Jesus with great love and tenderness. Both Mary and Joseph 
created the environment which allowed Jesus to grow in wisdom and age 
and favour before God and man. Jesus,  for his  part,  was  obedient to 
Mary and Joseph and obviously loved them both very much. And, out of 
great love for his Father and for us, he was obedient to all that God asked 
of him, including death on a cross. This type of sacrificial love for the 
other defines a significant attribute of a holy family– a love that allows 

all in the family to flourish in their quest for holiness.

The Feast of the Holy Family is not just about the Holy Family, but about our own families too. The 
main purpose of the Feast is to present the Holy Family as the model for all Christian families. Our  
family life becomes sanctified when we live the life of the Church within our homes. This is called 
the “domestic church” or the “church in miniature”. St. John Chrysostom urged all Christians to 
make each home a “family church”, and in doing so, we sanctify the family unit. The best way is by  
making Christ and his Church the Centre of family and individual life. St. Paul gives some advice  
on family life in his letter to the Colossians, where he tells them to have compassion and practice 
all Christian virtues like compassion, kindness, patience, supporting each other and forgiving each 
other as the Lord has forgiven them. And above all these they are to put on love, which binds  
everything together in perfect harmony. Then the peace of Christ will be in their hearts, to which 
they were called in the one body.

Finally,  we turn to the child Jesus, who in the home of Mary and Joseph grew in wisdom and 
understanding, until the day he began his public ministry. We pray for our families that we may be 
filled with love of the Holy Family.We pray to the Holy Family to inspire into our hearts the mutual 
love necessary to build a harmonious family.

[shortened from: http://msjnov.wordpress.com/]N E W S …
JANUARY 1, 2015 – On the Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God we do not have mass in 
ICCH. Please join the Germanspeaking churches, e.g. in Jesuitenkirche (Old Town Heidelberg) at 11:30, St. 
Albert (Bergheim, Father Heimpel) at 18:30, or St. Johannes (Rohrbach) at 18:00. Happy New Year!

ACTIVITES IN JANUARY – Because of a lot of community members still travelling, our monthly social 
gathering will be held one week later than usual, i.e. on the second Sunday of the month, January 11. On that 
day, we're also planning to have confessions before mass (12:00).If you would like to be added to our email list please send your contact information to:

infoheidelberg@internationalcatholiccommunity.com
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