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December 6, 2015 – Second Sunday of Advent

Prepare the way of the Lord, Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make straight his paths.make straight his paths.

Combined  in  John the  Baptist  is  the  very 
paradox of Advent:  the coming triumph of 
God  manifest  precisely  in  the  darkness  of 
the present evil age. John the Baptist heard, 
experienced and lived God’s liberating word 
in the desert and was thus able to preach it 
to others so effectively because his life and

message were one. He shatters the silence of the wilderness with his cry: “Repent, for the kingdom 
of heaven has come near.” Not just change the way we live, but repent and prepare for the coming 
of the kingdom of heaven which will upset all our securities and overturn anything we try to leave 
in place. The joy and the challenge of Advent is that in Jesus Christ our God is coming, and our 
aching and longing for God will be met. But this God who comes is disturbing.

John the Baptist taught that the Messiah comes to save us from the powers of duplicity, despair,  
darkness and death, and to put us back on the path of peace and reconciliation so that we might  
find our way back to God. His life and mission remind us how badly we need a Savior to save us.  
This is what Advent is all about: finding our way back to God.

To hope, in the true Advent fashion, is to live with the certainty of unfulfilled desire. Does our hope 
in God hold fast in the face of chaos and confusion in our life? The message of Advent is that when 
every fixed star on the moral compass is wavering, when all hell is breaking loose on earth, we hear  
once again the Baptist’s consoling message: Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and  
hill shall be made low...; and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.

We all await our redemption. Advent challenges us to look at the ways that we wait, the ways that 
we long for God, and the ways that we hope. What and who is the source of our Advent hope?

John the Baptist’s life can be summed up in the image of a finger pointing to the one who was  
coming: Jesus Christ. If we are to take on John’s role of preparing the way in today’s world, our 
lives also will become the pointing fingers of living witnesses who demonstrate that Jesus can be  
found and that he is near. Jesus is the fulfillment of our longing, our hoping and waiting. Jesus 
alone can transform the deserts of our lives into living gardens of beauty and nourishment for the 
world. Come, Lord Jesus! We need you now more than ever!

[shortened from: Fr. Thomas Rosica, http://saltandlighttv.org/blog/category/rosicareflections]

N E W S
Social Gathering – This Sunday, after Mass, join the community for our Advent/ St. Nicholas Day get-together! Bring time, joy, and if possible, some food to share☺Warm drinks will be available as well...

Confessions – During Advent, in preparation for the Coming of the Lord, you are invited to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation on two Sundays: on December 13 and 20, as always after Mass.
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