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Throughout history,  few diseases have been as dreaded as leprosy.  In Jesus’  time,  lepers were 
forced  to  exist  outside  the  community,  deprived  of  the  experience  of  any  form  of  human 
interaction. Mark 1:40 tells us that the leper appears abruptly in front of Jesus: “begging him and 
kneeling before him.” In even approaching Jesus, the leper has violated the Levitical  code. By 
saying, “If you choose, you can make me clean,” the leper not only indicates his absolute faith in 
Jesus’ ability to cleanse him of his disease, but also actually challenges Jesus to act.
As we read the story of Jesus among the outcasts, let us recall with gratitude Blessed Teresa of 
Calcutta (1910-1997), who was never afraid to see and touch the face of Jesus in the distressing 
disguise of the poorest of the poor. Mother Teresa wrote:
“The fullness of our heart becomes visible in our actions: how I behave with this leper, how I  
behave with this dying person, how I behave with this homeless person. Sometimes, it is more 
difficult to work with down-and-outs than with the people who are dying in our hospices, for the 
latter are at peace, waiting to go to God soon.
“You can draw near to the sick person, to the leper, and be convinced that you are touching the 
body of Christ. But when it is a drunk person yelling, it is more difficult to think that you are face-
to-face  with  Jesus hidden in  him. How pure and loving must  our hands be in  order to  show 
compassion for those beings!
“To see Jesus in the spiritually most deprived person requires a pure heart. The more disfigured 
the image of God is in a person, the greater must our faith and our veneration be in our search for  
the face of Jesus and in our ministry of love for him.”
There are also other forms of leprosy today, which destroy human beings, kill their hope and spirit,  
and isolate them from society. Who are the modern lepers in our lives, suffering with diseases that 
stigmatize and shun? What are the social conditions today that force people to become the living 
dead, relegating them to indignity, poverty, despair, violence, sadness, depression, addiction and 
mental illness?
Let us not fear the sepulchers of this earth.  Let us enter 
those hovels and bring a word of consolation and a gesture 
of  healing  to  others.  In  the  words  of  Blessed  Teresa  of 
Calcutta: “Let us do so with a sense of profound gratitude 
and with piety. Our love and our joy in serving must be in 
proportion to the degree to which our task is repugnant.”

[shortened from: http://saltandlighttv.org/blog/category/rosicareflections]

N E W S …
ASH WEDNESDAY – There will be no English mass at ICCH on Ash Wednesday, Feb 18. You are invited to 
join a German speaking community nearby, e.g. at the liturgy of the word at St. Michael, 18:30, or in mass at St.  
Johannes (Rohrbach), 18:00, at both of which the ashes will be distributed.If you would like to be added to our email list please send your contact information to:

infoheidelberg@internationalcatholiccommunity.com
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