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              PPrreesseennttaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  LLoorrdd    
 

The feast celebrates the presentation of Christ in the 
temple at Jerusalem on the 40th day after His birth. Known 
in former times as the Feast of the Purification of the 
Blessed Virgin, the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord is 
a relatively ancient celebration. According to Jewish law, the 
firstborn male child belonged to God, and the parents had to 
„buy him back“ on the 40th day after his birth, by offering a 
sacrifice of „a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons“ 
(Luke 2:24) in the temple (thus the „presentation“ of the 

child). On that same day, the mother would be ritually purified (thus the „purification“).  
 

Readings: Malachi 3:1-4; Hebrews 2:14-18; Luke 2:22-40  
 

When his parents brought the baby Jesus to the temple, „there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was 
Simeon. This man was righteous and devout, awaiting the consolation of Israel“ (Luke 2:25). Simeon 
embraced the Child and prayed: „Now, Master, you may let your servant go in peace, according to your word, 
for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you prepared in sight of all the peoples, a light for revelation to 
the Gentiles, and glory for your people Israel“ (Luke 2:29-32).  
 

Inspired by the words of the canticle of Simeon („a light to the revelation of the Gentiles“), since the 11th 
century, the custom had developed to bless candles on the Feast of the Presentation. The candles were then 
lit, and a procession took place through the darkened church while the Canticle of Simeon was sung. Because 
of this, the feast also became known as Candlemas. While the procession and blessing of the candles is not 
often performed in the United States today, Candlemas is still an important feast in Germany.  
 

According to that tradition on Sunday we will gather in the chapel in St. Michael Church. You are 
invited to bring your own candles, maybe also the candles to be used in your house during the year, 
for the blessing. From there we will move to the benches to continue the Mass with the Gloria.  
 

Fr. Christof Heimpel, using thoughts of Scott P. Richert, 

 http://catholicism.about.com/od/holydaysandholidays/p/Presentation.htm 
 

 

OOTTHHEERR  NNEEWWSS  
 

February 16th immediately following Mass we will have a social gathering in the back of the church.  All are 
welcome, and please bring a food item to share.  Zeribe Chike & Clover Nwosu will be coordinating the 
gathering.  A special “Thank you” to you both of them for offering to help.  If you have any questions, or would 
like to help with this social gathering, please ask Zeribe or Clover after Mass for details. 
 

Additionally we will be wishing Farwell to the Ehlis family during the social gathering.  Karla, David & Elizabeth 
Ehlis have been a tremendous help in coordinating and helping with our Sunday Mass.  They will truly be 
missed.  Please join us to wish them a safe return to their home in the United States of America. 
 

 

If you would like to be added to our email list please send your contact information to: 

infoheidelberg@internationalcatholiccommunity.com 


