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Welcome Father John 
 

3rd Sunday of Lent 
 

The liturgy of the Third Sunday of Lent begins by acknowledging 
God´s holiness and his claim on us that we belong to him.  It 
recognizes that we are his own people, and must live in a way that 
reflects his holiness. God offers us the gift of faith as our path 
towards holiness. At the same time we all want and desire to live a 
peaceful life. We all want to make sense of our existence. We all 
desire to live a life where we can make a positive contribution to 
ourselves, to our families and to those around us. Challenges are 
always with us, difficulties surround us. However the more we long, 
desire and develop a personal and ultimate relationship with Jesus 
Christ as our best friend, there is absolutely nothing that we cannot 
face and overcome. Indeed we become the “power and the wisdom 

of God”. In this season of Lent, we prepare for the feast of Easter by trying to purify our body and 
spirit, in order to abundantly receive the fruits of the Redemption of the Lord. Today the church 
invites us to reflect on the urgency of repentance in an attempt to enhance our Christian lives.  For 
us Christians lent is a time for serious, disciplined self-examination, a time spent in intensive 
prayer and repentance before the cross of Calvary.  God personally calls each one of us to return 
to Him with all our hearts, with fasting, prayer and total surrender to him. 
 
During this time of Lent there is an invitation to examine our lives and change for the better 
through a process of repentance and the need for the transformation of heart. One of the 
recurrent themes throughout the Lenten season is the compassion and mercy of our God. It is 
something that we constantly need to be reminded about.  Repentance entails the recognition of 
areas of unfaithfulness in our lives and being ready to make reparations. Repentance demands 
that we become honest to ourselves and recognise our unfruitfulness. Once we have accepted this 
change in our lives God has a ready mission for us. He wants us to fulfil his task on earth namely to 
proclaim the kingdom of God. Thus today’s readings are directing us to take a look at ourselves. In 
the parable in the Gospel of today, Jesus speaks of the tree which is alive but it does not fulfil its 
duty of bearing fruit. There is a demand that it should be cut down. The man responsible for the 
tree requests the owner to give it one more opportunity to fulfil its purpose. If after that, there is 
still no fruit, it should be cut down. Moses in the first reading is given the task of taking care of the 
people of Israel now in slavery and to bring them to the Promised Land.  Paul in the second 
reading invites people to appreciate and respond to Christ’s saving acts. 

[Shortened from: https://msjnov.wordpress.com/2016/02/23/third-sunday-of-lent-february-28-2016/] 

 N E W S …  

SOCIAL GATHERING – We will have our monthly social gathering on Sunday, March 6.  
  

  

 

If you would like to be added to our email list please send your contact information to: 

infoheidelberg@internationalcatholiccommunity.com 

mailto:infoheidelberg@internationalcatholiccommunity.com

