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Today’s   readings:   Is 42:1-4, 6-7   |   1 Jn 5:1-9   |   Mk 1:7-11  
Welcome Father John Edosomwan

January 11, 2015 – The Baptism of the Lord

This great feast of the Baptism of the Lord closes the Christmas Season and points us to the Season 
of Ordinary Time. The approach of Jesus for Baptism by John is a revelation of who Jesus is for us.  
Jesus does not need John's baptism of repentance for sin. Jesus chooses this baptism to be one 
with us. He becomes immersed in our reality.  At times, when we are 
completely  immersed,  it  is  as  if  there  is  no  other  reality.  Jesus  is 
immersed in the waters of the Jordan, muddied by our sins. By walking 
into that water, filled with all that was washed off of us, Jesus enacts his 
acceptance of his identity and mission.
But, I can witness his becoming one with me, in the Nativity and in this 
Baptism, and not let myself be touched by it. Even when I remember 
that I have been Baptized into Jesus, I don't always feel immersed in 
him. I am so pre-occupied with, so immersed in so many other things, 
other dramas. Today can be a day on which we can ask for and receive 
the gift of a renewed co-immersion, a renewed communion with Jesus. 
And, today we can feel it. Jesus promised to make his home in us so that 
we can make our home in him.
Today, if we receive the Eucharist sacramentally - even spiritually - we can say "Amen" and mean 
so much. We can use these or similar words: "Lord, let my heart be open to your being immersed  
in me, with such complete love, and let me be more and more immersed in you, with growing 
gratitude." We might be able to feel what keeps me separate from the Lord and simply ask to be 
freed of the barrier, the excuse, the tension, the anger, the judgements, the habits which stand in 
the way of union and communion with Jesus.
Communion with Jesus and immersion into his mission can re-orient us. We can make our home 
in him, as he makes his home in us. It can free us and give us a renewed reason to live. It can solve  
so many difficult dilemmas – struggles I might have about how to behave, to act, to respond. Being 
with Jesus can really help my heart be more like Jesus' heart. In communion and immersion into 
Jesus, I can feel the freedom that comes from the experience of his love and mercy for me. I can 
feel drawn into loving and being merciful the way he is.
Amen, o Lord. Thank you for walking into the Jordan.
Thank you for renewing my baptism into you today.

[Source: Fr A. Alexander SJ, http://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/011115.html]

NEWS…
CONFESSIONS – Come to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation before mass at 12:00 this Sunday.

SOCIAL GATHERING – After mass we will have our first social gathering of 2015. Now that most of 
us are back from their Christmas holidays, let us spend some time together as a community. Please 
consider helping with setting up or cleaning up, if possible bring a dish to share, but above all: bring 
joy and happiness!

If you would like to be added to our email list please send your contact information to:
infoheidelberg@internationalcatholiccommunity.com
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