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Today’s Readings: Jonah 3:1-5.10|1 Corinthians 7:29-31|Mark 1:14-20 

Welcome Father John 
 

3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 

 

 When Jesus preached the gospel message he called a small group of people to 
become his disciples and he gave them a mission – “to catch people for the 
kingdom of God”. The type of disciples he chose was surprising. In the choice 
of the first apostles we see a characteristic feature of Jesus’ work:  he chose 
very ordinary people.  They were ordinary simple fishermen. They were non-
professionals, had no wealth or status in society. They were chosen from 
among the common people who did ordinary things, had no special education, 
and no social advantages. Jesus wanted ordinary people who could take an 
assignment and do it extraordinarily well. He chose these individuals, not for 
what they were, but for what they would be capable of becoming under his 
direction and power. When the Lord calls someone to serve him there is no 

question to say what special thing they offer. The Lord takes what ordinary people and makes use of them 
for his kingdom. We believe that God works marvels through simple, ordinary persons.  Jesus speaks the 
same message to us today: we will “catch people” for the kingdom of God if we allow his light to shine 
through us. God wants others to see the light of Christ in us in the way we live, speak, and witness the joy 
of the gospel. Therefore Paul says, but thanks be to God, who in Christ Jesus always leads us in triumph, 
and through us spreads, the fragrance of the knowledge of him everywhere. 
 
The preaching of Jesus must have been very powerful and his charismatic nature so attractive that people 
were ready to accept his invitation to follow him. The invitation of Jesus continues even now in our today’s 
world. Each one of us has been called by Jesus as he tells us: “I have called you by name, you are mine…you 
are precious in my sight, and honoured, and I love you.” Today we are called us to his mission to preach 
repentance and live out a particular lifestyle like him. We are called to see Christ in each person we 
encounter and we are called to become people of peace.  Thus the readings of today present a call for us to 
transform ourselves according to the mind of Jesus.  He invites us constantly to work for his kingdom and 
respond to him whole heartedly to be at his service. God selects ordinary persons as he did with Jonah to 
fulfil his mission or as he called Peter and his companions.  The word of God tells us that in whichever 
state we live in we must be ready to experience his kingdom in our hearts. Let this Eucharist of today be 
for us a guiding lamp to discover the place of the Kingdom in our life. 
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N E W S …  

MASS STARTS LATER – Because of a celebration of the German congregation in St. Michael, mass will 

exceptionally start half an hour later this Sunday, January 25 – that is, at 13:30. We apologize for any 

inconvenience this might cause on your part. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED - As a small community, we are always happy about volunteers for the different 

needs of ICCH. Members of our community willing to help this community by serving in our masses, especially 

as Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist, but also in other places, please contact Edem or Daniela about it. 

You can of course also write an e-mail to us, see address given below. 

 
  

 

If you would like to be added to our email list please send your contact information to: 

infoheidelberg@internationalcatholiccommunity.com 
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