
 

ICCH 
International Catholic Community of Heidelberg 

St. Michael’s Church,  Kirschgarten Str. 35,  69126 Heidelberg Sudstadt 
         062.21.13.020 – office   Fr. Christof Heimpel 

January 24, 2016 

Welcome Father Peter 
 

3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

In the first four verses of St. Luke's Gospel which have been read to you 
today, you will find reason to be grateful to him. He went to a lot of trouble in 
order to put in a permanent form, in a written record, the essential facts 
concerning Christ, his words and his works, so that we "would understand 
(like Theophilus) the certainty of the faith in which we have been instructed." 
But while we must be grateful to St. Luke, we owe a bigger debt of gratitude 
still to the all-good, all-wise God who moved Luke and the other Evangelists 
to preserve for us in writing the essential truths of the Christian faith that has 
been handed down to us. The Apostles were companions of Christ. They 
witnessed his works and his words; they remembered most of his doings and 
his sayings, and what they might have forgotten the Holy Spirit recalled to 
their memory on that first Pentecost day in Jerusalem. The first two 
generations of Christians received the facts of the faith from these eye-
witnesses and the miracles so frequent in the infant Church were 

confirmation of the truth of their teaching.  
But God in his wisdom provided for the many generations to come who would not have this evident 
confirmation of their faith. He established a teaching body in his Church which would safeguard the purity of 
the Christian truths, for "he himself would be with it all days," and he gave us a written record of the facts of the 
faith in the Gospels and the ether writings of the New Testament.  
How can we ever thank God sufficiently for his thoughtfulness in our regard? We Christians of today can be as 
certain, as assured, of the truth of the faith that we are trying to practice as was St. Luke who was converted by 
St. Paul. We have a living, teaching Magisterium in the Church, which authentically preserves and interprets for 
us the true facts of Christ's teaching and works as written down for us by a first-generation Christian under the 
impulse and guidance of God's Holy Spirit. If we needed further proof of the priceless value of our New 
Testament Books, the virulent attacks on their authenticity, on their objectivity, and on their veracity, by 
enemies of the faith down to and including our own day, should be sufficient.  
But they have stood the test of time and the onslaughts of biased, prejudiced criticism, for they are the word of 
truth, which is eternal, and comes from God.  
We have a priceless gift of God in the inspired Books of the Bible. Let us show true appreciation for that gift by 
using it to build up a better knowledge of the Christian faith which it teaches us. There should be a Bible, or at 
least the New Testament, in every Christian home. It should not be an ornament on a shelf, but a fountain and 
source from which we can draw strength and refreshment in the daily practice of our Christian faith. Almost 
two thousand years ago, God's infinite goodness provided this source of strength, the "fountain of living water," 
for us Christians of this century. Are we grateful for his thoughtfulness? Are we nourishing our faith at this 
blessed fountain of his infinite wisdom and love? 

[Source: http://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2016-01-24] 

 N E W S …  

MASS TIME – There might be a delay of at most 15 minutes in the mass time this coming Sunday due to a 
preceding event of the German community. We kindly ask you to bear with us. 
 
Eucharistic Ministers needed – We are currently looking for volunteers who would like to join the team of 
Eucharistic Ministers. Since some moved away, we are a few people short! Your help would be needed about 
once a month, training can be provided. Please contact us if you can help.  

  

 

If you would like to be added to our email list please send your contact information to: 

infoheidelberg@internationalcatholiccommunity.com 
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