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Today’s readings:Jer 1:4-5, 17-19 | 1 Cor 12:31-13:13 |Lk 4:21-30
Welcome Father John

  January 31, 2016 – 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time

“Amen, I say to you, no prophet is accepted in his own native place.”

In today’s Gospel story, the people of Nazareth took offense at Jesus and refused to listen to what  
Jesus had to say. They despised his preaching because he was from the working class; a carpenter,  
a mere layman and they despised him because of his family. Jesus could do no mighty works in 
their midst because they were closed and disbelieving toward him.
If people have come together to hate and to refuse to understand, then they will see no other point 
of view than their own and they will refuse to love and accept others. Does the story sound familiar 
to us? How many times have we found ourselves in similar situations?
The people of Nazareth refused to renounce their possessive attitude toward Jesus. Refusal to open 
our heart can lead to such extremes. Jesus was bitterly criticized because he demonstrated great 
openness of heart, particularly toward people on the fringes and borders of society. His openness 
caused rising opposition that led him to the cross.
Today’s Gospel shows how difficult it is for us to attain to a universal vision. When we are faced 
with someone like Jesus, someone with a generous heart,  a wide vision and a great spirit,  our  
reactions are very often filled with jealousy, selfishness, and meanness of spirit. His own people 
couldn’t recognize the holiness of Jesus, because they had never really accepted their own. They 
couldn’t honor Jesus’ relationship with God because they had never fully explored their own sense 
of belonging to God. They couldn’t see the Messiah standing right beside them, because he looked 
too much like one of them. Until we see ourselves as people beloved of God, miracles will be scarce 
and the prophets and messengers who rise among us will struggle to be heard and accepted for  
whom they truly are.

Jesus was called to break boundaries and take God’s message of salvation 
to unexpected people and unexpected places. Today’s Gospel warns us to 
be on guard against the human tendency to be possessive, and egoistic and 
small in mind and heart. We cannot forget that Jesus is the Savior of the 
world, and not of the village, town, city or nation!
Let  us  pray  that  Jesus  not  be  amazed  at  our  own unbelief,  but  rather 
rejoice in our small,  daily acts of fidelity to him and our service to our 
sisters and brothers. May the Lord grant us magnanimous hearts so that 
we may look far beyond ourselves and recognize the goodness, greatness 
and beauty of other people, instead of being jealous of their gifts.

[shortened from: Fr. T. Rosica, http://saltandlighttv.org/blog/category/rosicareflections |
picture: http://www.littlebitsofeverythinginc.com/love-is-patient-free-printable/]

N E W S
Parish Team meeting – Our Parish Team of ministry leaders and other volunteers meets again this Sunday after Mass. We'd like to encourage you to join us: The Parish team is helping with the main organization of ICCH, trying to perceive the needs and wishes of the community and be in contact with our mother parish. We meet about 5 times a year. The meetings are open, thus you are always warmly invited to participate. Maybe this even might help you check out a possible interest in joining us...?
Upcoming activities in February 
Feb 7: Social Gathering – Our monthly get-together after Mass. Volunteers needed for set-up and cleaning up!
Feb 14: Confessions – As usual after Mass. 

If you would like to be added to our email list please send your contact information to:
infoheidelberg@internationalcatholiccommunity.com
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