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Today’s readings:Dt 30:10-14 | Col 1:15-20 | Lk 10:25-37
Welcome Father Peter

July 10, 2016 – 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time

The Good Samaritan:  “Do this and you will live.”

If we listen carefully to the readings this Sunday, we will hear the whole Christian, Catholic life 
very gently stated.
In the First Reading Moses describes how simple God's command is. I would like to quote his  
words because they are beautiful. “God’s command is not too mysterious and remote for you. It is 
not up in the sky, that you should say, ‘Who will go up in the sky to get it for us and tell us of it,  
that we may carry it out?’ Nor is it across the sea, that you should say, ‘Who will cross the sea to get 
it for us and tell us of it, that we may carry it out?’” The commandment of the Lord is very near to  
us, already in our hearts and in our mouths. We have only to carry it out. But what is it?
In the Gospel, a lawyer is very interested in this question. He asks Jesus to collapse the whole law 
down to a single saying.  Since  the answer is “not too mysterious and remote,”  Jesus asks the 
lawyer what he thinks it is. The man says, by rote: “You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your 
heart, ... and your neighbor as yourself.” “You have answered correctly,” Jesus says. “Do this and 
you will  live.” But the man wants specifics. He is digging. He asks, who is my neighbor? What 

would be your answer to this question, which seems to be the 
crux of the matter? Take your time.
For his part, Jesus is trying to get the man (and you?) to find a 
simple answer without being handed one. As before, he does 
not respond directly, but this time gives the lawyer the parable 
of the Good Samaritan to chew on. Now the lawyer starts to get 
it. Jesus asks him, “Which of these three, in your opinion, was 
neighbor  to  the  robbers'  victim?”  and  the  lawyer  says 
immediately,  “the  one  who  treated  him  with  mercy.”  Jesus 
answers, “Go and do likewise.”
Jesus  does  the  same  thing  with  you  and  me.  Jesus  keeps 
working us, trying to get us to see the simple answer that hides 
inside us. Go help those in need. God has given you an open 
heart. If only you would let your heart receive his love and then 
pass it on to his other people!

This is not too mysterious or remote. Start now. Become what you were made to be. It is written  
within the law and within you.

[shortened from: John Foley SJ, http://liturgy.slu.edu/15OrdC071016/reflections_foley.html]

N E W S
Südstadtfest – Join this annual feast of the parishes and social organizations in our part of the city! A group from ICCH meets after Mass to go there together for lunch/ coffee/ community time (3 mins from St. Michael). 
Guests at ICCH – We are happy to have a group of former schoolmates of our own Benardine at church this Sunday. They bring us a special treat by singing for us in Mass! A very warm welcome to ICCH!

Confessions – Confessions this month will take place next week, July 17, after Mass.
If you would like to be added to our email list please send your contact information to:

infoheidelberg@internationalcatholiccommunity.com
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