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“My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”

In the second reading, Paul says that he is content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, and 
persecutions. Why would any rational person be content with these things? All of them 
look like the very thing to avoid if you possibly can.  

But in the Sermon on the Mount, Christ connects beatitude to persecution: Blessed are 
those who are persecuted for righteousness’s sake (cf. Mt 5:9). And now it is easy to see 
why anyone would be content with persecutions and insults, and so with hardships, too. 
Beatitude goes together with them.

Christianity turns the ordinary standards of the world up-side down, then. When we follow 
Christ and suffer persecution, insults, and hardships with him, we are not among the 
world’s losers. We are the prize-winners. Beatitude is ours!

But that still leaves weakness and sin. Could anyone – should anyone – be content with his 
own sin? Hardship, insult, persecution, and most especially the wretched sin that besets us 
are not our final state. Beauty and love, in life with the Lord, are our final state. They are 
our home. But we do not get home by ourselves. Only God has the wisdom and the power 
to get us there. And so we have to wait for him, even for the removal of those sins that we 
would so dearly love to be rid of, and would also so dearly love to keep.

And that is why Paul can be content even with weakness, and why we can be patient even 
with our own sins. God’s grace is sufficient for each one of us, not just where insults and 
hardships are concerned, but even when it comes to our sins. If only we do not let go of our 
waiting for him with trust, with peace and contentment in him, he will rid us of our sins in 
his own time. He will get us home.

[Source: Eleonore Stump, http://liturgy.slu.edu/14OrdB070515/reflections_stump.html]

N E W S
SOCIAL GATHERING – Time for sharing!! Spend some time with your ICCH family this Sunday after mass – 
bring a dish to share, some drinks or snacks, or just of your time and joy... 
The team will be happy about some volunteers for the set up (be at church at 12:30) and cleaning up as well!

PARISH FEAST – Keep in mind the ecumenical Parish Feast next Sunday, July 12, that we as part of the St. 
Michael community would like to join. There will be a group going there together next Sunday after ICCH mass.

If you would like to be added to our email list please send your contact information to:
infoheidelberg@internationalcatholiccommunity.com
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