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Welcome Father Christof Heimpel 
 

Pentecost Sunday  
 

 

God had a dream: God had a dream of a world in unity, in love and 
peace. Only a dream? 
Reality is different – and the bible tells about that in the first book of 
the bible. In Genesis 11 we read: “The whole world had one language 
and a common speech.” But that did not help to keep peace and 
unity; they wanted to build a strong and high tower, wanted to take 
over control of the world. It seems always to be the same: already in 
the first chapters of the bible man wants to have the almighty power; 
the serpent offers the possibility that “your eyes will be opened, and 
you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” (Genesis 3:5)  
The inhabitants of Babel had a common language – but in their 
blindness they wanted only power instead of love, they wanted 
control instead of peace. Therefore God himself confuses their 

language so that they could not understand each other. The Lord scattered them from there 
over all the earth, and he did it to rescue mankind. Otherwise he would have had abandoned 
mankind to the fate of war, hatred and violence.  
But God did not abandon his dream of a better world. He sent his son who empowers us to 
another way of life: “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are 
forgiven.” (John 20:22-23) In the day of Pentecost the apostles experience this Holy Spirit – 
and the ancient wound of Babel is healed in Jerusalem: all the people, in former times 
scattered over the world, meet in the Holy City and experience unity: “We hear them declaring 
the wonders of God in our own tongues!” 
As Christians let us take this chance – even if we speak different languages, we may have the 
power of God’s Holy Spirit. And His Spirit will help us to unite, will help us to forgive and to 
love each other. When we give this Spirit a place in our lives our world might change! 

Fr. Christof Heimpel 

N E W S …  

Priest Transportation Team - We are in need of volunteers to join the priest transportation team. This is a 

group of members who take turns in transporting our priests (who come from Frankfurt by train) between the 

Heidelberg train station and church, before and after mass. The pick-up time is usually about 20-30 minutes 

before mass. If you think you can help with this, please send us an e-mail (address below). 

 

Altar Servers Needed - Please arrive at 12:30 and “on the job training” will be provided.  Please consider 

joining us.  Many of our Altar Servers are moving away this summer so we need you!! 

 

Choir Members needed too!  Join us at 12:15 before Mass to practice.  All are welcome to sing with us! 

 

 
  

 

If you would like to be added to our email list please send your contact information to: 

infoheidelberg@internationalcatholiccommunity.com 
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