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June 7, 2015 – 10th Sunday in Ordinary Time

“Whoever does the will of God is my brother, and sister, and mother.”

In this passage, Christ uses a small incident as a starting-point to express something important 
about what it means to be close to him. His family, worried by the unexpected course his life is 
taking, come looking for him. When their arrival is announced, he responds with a startling 
question: Who are my mother and my brothers?

In the silence that follows, he looks around at the crowd about him, letting his words sink in.

Our family, our near relatives. What does this really mean? It suggests those who are close to us, 
and who carry the same family likeness. It implies those who have the right of access to us at any 
time, without any preliminary introductions or appointment-making. It also means those who 
have a claim on our help. And this is not by any kind of artificial arrangement, but simply by being 
who they are: the relationship is an organic one.

Who is it that really stands in this sort of relation to Christ?

By his answer, Christ does not intend to reject his own family, but to point out that there are 
people who are much more truly close to him than his natural relatives are: it is those who are 
there, listening to him; it is whoever “does God’s will”.

“Doing God’s will” or “putting God’s will into practice” does not mean following an arbitrary set of 
rules or submitting to orders that first have to be deciphered and then carried out. It implies a 
dynamic of trust. If we come to understand, however tentatively, that God loves us, little by little it 
becomes clear that God’s will for us is his love, and nothing else. Trust in this leads to a desire to 
do what pleases him, a desire that can take root spontaneously and naturally. And what pleases 
him is nothing other than to love in our turn. It is by entering this dynamic of trust, even if we 
understand it only a very little, that we find ourselves counted by Christ as his brothers, sisters, 
and mothers.

• Why are “those who do God’s will” more important to Christ even than his own family?

• What does “doing God’s will” mean for me?

• What could it mean for me to be Christ’s brother or sister or mother?

[Source: http://www.taize.fr/en_article167.html?date=2005-10-01]

N E W S …
SOCIAL GATHERING – On this first Sunday of the month, as usual, we want to invite all of our parish 
members to come together, get to know to your fellow parishioners, have some food – in short: to spend some 
nice time together as a parish family after mass. If possible, bring a dish to share!
The team would also appreciate some more help with cleaning up afterward.

If you would like to be added to our email list please send your contact information to:
infoheidelberg@internationalcatholiccommunity.com
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