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March 21, 2015 – 5th Sunday of Lent
The Gospel story from John 12 is the last official act of Jesus’ public ministry before the events of his 
passion next Sunday. There are Gentiles, non-Jews, who seek Jesus out for the first time. They do not come 
simply to catch a glimpse of him, but rather to “see” him. In John’s Gospel, “seeing” Jesus is believing in  
him. How simple yet how stunning a request: “Sir, we would like to see Jesus”! 
Throughout  the  entire  Scriptures,  men  and  women  have  longed  to  see  God,  to  gaze  upon  God’s 
countenance, beauty and glory. When we ask to see God’s face, we are really asking to see God as God truly 
is, to gaze into the depths of God. In Revelation 22:4, it is written: “They will see his face”. We see God’s  
face revealed to us in the person of Jesus of Nazareth. How often do we long to “see” the face of Jesus?  
Where are we seeking his face today? What do we do when we finally “see” the face of Jesus?
Hebrews 5:7-9 presents us with a priesthood of extraordinary compassion and solidarity. In his days on 
earth, Jesus shared our flesh and blood, crying out with prayers and silent tears. Jesus has been tested in 
all respects like us, he knows our condition from the inside and from the outside – only by this did he 
acquire a profound capacity for compassion. That is the only kind of priesthood that makes a difference,  
and that matters, then and now.
What does  this  image of  Jesus teach us today? Far  from creating  an abyss  between Jesus Christ  and 
ourselves, our own daily trials and weaknesses have become the privileged place of our encounter with 
him, and with God himself. The consequence is that from now on, not one of us can be bowed down under 
a painful situation without finding that Christ is,  by that very fact,  at our side. And we are given the  
consolation that we, too, will be heard because of our own persistence in prayer, our reverence before God 
and our pious submission to his will for us.
We read in today’s Gospel passage that the Greeks address themselves first to Philip. To see Jesus, one 
must be led to him by an apostle. The testimony of those who lived with him, at his side, shows him to us.  
We  need  the  apostolic  writings,  handed  down  to  us  by  tradition,  of 
which our parents, priests, teachers, catechists and other believers are 
witnesses and bearers of the Good News. One such person for millions of 
people was Karol Wojtyla, the man we know as Saint John Paul II.
Almost exactly ten years ago, the world witnessed the agony and passion 
of this Successor of Peter in a most public way. In the final act of his life,  
the  athlete  was  immobilized,  the  distinctive,  booming  voice  silenced, 
and the hand no longer able to write.  Yet nothing made John Paul II 
waver, even his inability to speak and move. Many believe that the most powerful message he preached 
was when the words and actions failed. Several hours before his death, Pope John Paul’s last audible words 
were: “Let me go to the house of the Father.” In the intimate setting of prayer, he died at 9:37 p.m. on  
April 2, 2005. Through his public passion, suffering and death, this holy priest, Successor of the Apostles,  
and Servant of God, showed us the face of Jesus in a remarkable way.

[shortened from: Fr. Thomas Rosica, http://saltandlighttv.org/blog/category/rosicareflections]

N E W S …
CONFESSIONS BEFORE EASTER – One more occasion to receive the Sacrament of Penance and 
Reconciliation in preparation of Easter is offered on Palm Sunday, March 29, following mass (Father John).
EASTER SUNDAY – Mass on Easter Sunday will be at the usual time of 13:00, followed by a social.
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