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Today’s readings: Lk 19:28-40 | Is 50:4-7 |Phil 2:6-11 |  Lk 22:14—23:56
Welcome Father Peter

March 20, 2016 – Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion

On Palm Sunday this year we hear two sections of Luke’s Gospel – the first at the blessing of the 
palms and the second at the reading of St. Luke’s Passion narrative. With the royal entry of Jesus 
into Jerusalem, a new section of the Gospel begins – the ministry of Jesus in Jerusalem before his  
death and resurrection.
The  peaceful  figure  of  Jesus  rises  above  the 
hostility  and  anger  of  the  crowds  and  the 
tortuous legal process he endures. Jesus remains 
a true model of reconciliation,  forgiveness, and 
peace. In the midst of his own agony and trial, 
we realize the depths of Jesus’ passion for unity. 
Luke  emphasizes  the  mercy,  compassion,  and 
healing power of Jesus who does not go to death 
lonely  and  deserted,  but  is  accompanied  by 
others who follow him on the way of the Cross.
In Luke’s moving story, the palm of triumph and the Cross of the Passion are not a contradiction. 
Herein  lies  the  heart  of  the  mystery  proclaimed  during  Holy  Week.  Jesus  gave  himself  up 
voluntarily  to  the Passion;  he was not crushed by forces greater  than himself.  He freely faced 
crucifixion and in death was triumphant.
Along the way of the Cross, Luke offers us role models like Simon of Cyrene, a passerby, who takes 
up the cross of Jesus and carries it “behind Jesus”. The phrase is identical to Jesus’ own teaching 
on discipleship: “Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple” 
(Luke 14:27). The mere fact of carrying the cross is not what is most important. That which gives 
fullness of meaning to the cross is to carry it behind Jesus, not in a journey of anguished solitude, 
hopeless wandering or rebellion, but rather in a journey sustained and nourished by the presence 
of the Lord.
Jesus did not understand his earthly existence as a search for power, as a race for success or a 
career, as a desire to dominate others. On the contrary, as we read in today’s second reading from 
St. Paul’s letter to the community at Philippi, he gave up the privileges of his equality with God, 
took the form of a servant, became like men, and was obedient to the Father’s plan unto death on 
the Cross (2:6-11). In commemorating the events of Holy Week, we do much more than just recall  
Christ’s  suffering and glorification.  We actually  celebrate  his life  and share in his  victory.  The 
saving  power  of  his  Death  and  Resurrection  enters  our  lives.  And  Jesus  becomes  light  and 
salvation for each individual and for all of humanity.

[Source: Fr. Thomas Rosica, shortened from: http://saltandlighttv.org/blog/category/rosicareflections]

H O L Y  W E E K  A N D  E A S T E R  A T  I C C H

Holy Thursday – Our celebrations in English: 6-6:45p.m. confessions (Fr. John) – 7p.m. Mass of the Lord's 
Supper with washing of feet. You are invited to stay for adoration and prayer after Mass, for about half an hour.
Good Friday – A liturgy of the Lord's Passion in German is celebrated at 3p.m. in St. Michael's. 
Easter – Mass at ICCH starts at the usual time of 1p.m.
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