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Welcome Father John 

 

March 27, 2016 – Easter Sunday 

“Blessed and holy are those who share in the first resurrection.” Christ is the first fruits of those who have fallen 

asleep and the firstborn from the dead. His resurrection, which is the prototype of all others, has guaranteed the 

rising of our souls in the first resurrection and of our bodies in the second, for he offers his own risen body to our 

souls as sacrament and to our bodies as exemplar. Even for our souls Christ’s single resurrection has prepared a 

twofold grace: through the living out of the paschal mystery in our daily lives we rise from the death of sin, and 

by our joyful celebration of the paschal feast today especially we rouse ourselves 

from the torpor of sleep. It is with no mean profit to faith, no slight dividend of 

joy, that Jesus returns to me from the tomb, for I recognize the living God 

where only a little while ago I mourned a dead man. My heart was sorrowing for 

him as slain, but now that he is risen, not only my heart but my flesh also 

rejoices in the confident hope of my own resurrection and immortality.  

”I slept and I arose,” Christ says. Awake then, my sleeping soul, and rise from 

the dead, and Christ will give you light! As the new sun rises from below, the grace of the resurrection already 

casts its radiance over the whole world, a radiance reflected in the eyes of those who have watched for him since 

daybreak, a dawn that ushers in the day of eternity. This is the day that knows no evening, the day whose sun will 

never set again. Only once has that sun gone down, and now once and for all it has ascended above the heavens, 

leading death captive in its train.  

  “This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad.” And you also, if you watch daily at the 

threshold of wisdom, fixing your eyes on the doorway and, like the Magdalen, keeping vigil at the entrance to his 

tomb, you also will find what she found. You will know that what was written of wisdom was written of Christ: 

“She hastens to make herself known to those who desire her. Anyone who rises early to seek her will have no 

trouble; he will find her sitting at his gates.” While it was still dark Mary had come to watch at the tomb, and she 

found Jesus whom she sought standing there in the flesh. But you must know him now according to the spirit, 

not according to the flesh, and you can be sure of finding his spiritual presence if you seek him with a desire like 

hers, and if he observes your persevering prayer. Say then to the Lord Jesus, with Mary’s love and longing: “My 

soul yearns for you in the night; my spirit within me earnestly seeks for you.” Make the psalmist’s prayer your 

own as you say: “O God, my God, I watch for you at morning light; my soul thirsts for you.” Then see if you do 

not also find yourselves singing with them both: “In the morning fill us with your love; we shall exult and rejoice 

all our days.” 

Source: [Commentary by Guerric of Igny, http://liturgy.slu.edu/Triduum2016C/theword_journey.html]  
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