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May 10, 2015 – 6th Sunday of Easter
"This is my commandment: love one another."

Without love, the Gospels and Epistles would 
fragment  into  a  million  pieces.  Our  saints 
would be incomprehensible, and Jesus would 
not be. “Love is of God.” The love that today's 
reading from the first letter of John describes 
is  not  primarily our love of  God, but God’s  love for us revealed in the offering of  the Son for the 
forgiveness of our sins. It is the same love from which, as Paul writes in Romans, we can never be 
possibly separated.
Jesus calls us to live in that love. How are we to do that? By keeping his commandments. Ah, finally the  
law, finally right and wrong. And what is his commandment? “Love one another as I have loved you.” 
There is no escape. Our faith in Jesus is haunted by the mystery of love.
Perhaps this mystery itself is what causes us disquiet. Love, after all, is not easily won, rarely found, and 
never really earned. It also leads to improbable situations like that of the prodigal son and the lost 
sheep and to forgiveness for dreadful sinners.
This love, Paul reminds us, is patience and kindness. It lets go of jealousy, conceit, and resentment. It 
delights in the truth. It trusts. It hopes. It endures. All of these qualities of love are attributes of God’s 
love for us. What is more, love’s greatest expression – to lay down one’s life for one’s friends – is what  
the Passion means.
To have or not have rules can be easy. To keep or break commandments can be easy. But the love 
revealed in Jesus, simple as it sounds, is terribly arduous. That is why the history of our faith so often 
reads like a history of our resistance to love. No, love is not as easy as we may think. And its challenge  
to us is certainly nothing new.

John Kavanaugh S.J. 
[text shortened from http://liturgy.slu.edu / pic: myFBcovers.com]

N E W S …
ROSARY – In the month of May,  the Church especially honors Mary, the Mother of God. All community members 
are therefore warmly invited to pray the rosary together before mass. Margo agreed to lead (thank you!!), but will 
appreciate anyone coming to help her in this. The prayer will start 20 minutes before mass, i.e. at 12:40. 
CONFESSIONS – Those wanting to receive the Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation are invited to do so this 
Sunday (May 10) after mass.
MOTHER'S DAY – We congratulate all mothers and pray that God will bless them and all those lovingly taking 
care of others with health, happiness, and peace of heart! 
ASCENSION – There will be no mass at ICCH on the Feast of the Ascension, Thursday, May 14. Please consider 
going to mass in St. Albert, Bergheim (one of our Parish churches) at 10:30 or St. Johannes, Rohrbach, at 9:45.If you would like to be added to our email list please send your contact information to:
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