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May 17, 2015 – 7th Sunday of Easter
Do you know what  your  aim or  mission in  life  is?  Jesus'  aim and mission was  to  glorify  his 
heavenly Father. All he said and did gave glory to his Father. On the eve of his sacrifice and in the 
presence of his disciples, Jesus made his high priestly prayer: "Holy Father, keep them in your  
name that they may be one as we are one". Jesus prayed for the unity of his disciples. Jesus' prayer 
for his people is that we be united with God the Father in his Son and through his Holy Spirit and 
be joined together, in unity with all who are members of Christ's body. Jesus saw glory in the cross 
rather than shame. Obedience to his Father's will was his glory. Jesus kept his Father's word even 
when tempted to forgo the cross. His strength was not in himself but in his Father who kept him. 
We, too, must take up our cross and follow the Lord Jesus wherever he may call us. He will give us 
the strength and power of the Holy Spirit to live as his disciples. John Henry Newman wrote: "God 
has created me, to do him some definite service; he has committed some work to me which he has 
not committed to another. I have my mission – I may never know it in this life, but I shall be told it  
in the next. I am a link in a chain, a bond of connection between persons. He has not created me  
for nothing. Therefore, I will trust him. Whatever, wherever I am. I cannot be thrown away." Do 
you trust in God and in his call for your life? 

Jesus prayed that  his  disciples  would be sanctified and consecrated  in 
God's  truth  and  holiness.  The  scriptural  word  for  consecration  comes 
from the same Hebrew word which means holy or set apart for God. This 
word also means to be equipped with the qualities of mind and heart and 
character for such a task or service. Just as Jesus was called by the Father 
to serve in holiness and truth, so we, too, are called and equipped for the 
task of serving God in the world as his ambassadors. God's truth frees us 
from ignorance and the deception of sin. It reveals to us God's goodness, 
love, and wisdom. And it gives us a thirst for God's holiness. The Holy 
Spirit is the source and giver of all holiness. As we allow the Holy Spirit to 
work in our lives, he transforms us by his purifying fire and changes us in 
the likeness of Christ. Is your life consecrated to God? 

"Lord, take my life and make it wholly pleasing to you. Sanctify me in your truth and guide me by 
your Holy Spirit that I may follow you faithfully wherever you lead."

[Source: http://www.rc.net/wcc/readings/john1712.htm | picture: www.catholic.org]

N E W S …
STADTKIRCHE – Catholics of Heidelberg celebrate the start of the “Stadtkirche” (City Church) with a big 
feast on University Square this weekend. Sunday program has the Eucharist at 11am, presided by our archbishop 
Stephan (childcare provided during mass), and following celebration for young and old all afternoon. Join a 
parish group at St. Bonifatius, Weststadt, at 9:30am, or just come on your own... 
Note: This does not affect our ICCH mass at 13:00 that will take place as usual!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED – Help the community by volunteering as a Eucharistic minister! Schedules will be 
made according to the availability of each, so even once every other month would be a huge help. In case of 
interest, please contact Edem or Daniela at church or just write to our ICCH e-mail (see below). Thank you!!If you would like to be added to our email list please send your contact information to:

infoheidelberg@internationalcatholiccommunity.com
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