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From Easter to Pentecost

“On the day of Pentecost when the seven weeks of Easter had come to an end, Christ's Passover is  
fulfilled in the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, manifested, given, and communicated as a divine  
person: of his fullness, Christ, the Lord, pours out the Spirit in abundance.”  (Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, 731).
Christ was filled with the Holy Spirit.  The mission of Christ  and the Holy Spirit  is  brought to 
completion in the Church. The Spirit prepares us and leads us in grace; the Spirit manifests the 
risen Christ to us; the Spirit makes present the mystery of Christ in the Eucharist, and brings us 
into communion with God so that we may bear much fruit.
“What the soul is to the human bod, the Holy Spirit is to the Body of Christ” (St. Augustine). The  
Spirit dwells in and guides the community that we call the Church. In the early Church, those who 
were called to be disciples of Jesus saw themselves as a community united in love and led by the 
Spirit of God. These early Christians believed the were united to one another by the power of the 
Holy Spirit who formed them into a community and called them to proclaim the good news that 
Jesus had lived, died, and had risen from the dead. At Pentecost, the 
Holy Spirit set their hearts on fire and enabled them to draw many new 
believers into this community of faith and love. 
In fact, the Holy Spirit is at the center of the Church's mission. “When 
the  work  which  the  Father  gave  the  Son  to  do  on  earth  was 
accomplished, the Holy Spirit was sent on the day of Pentecost in order 
that he might continually sanctify the Church. (…) Henceforward the 
Church, endowed with the gifts of her founder and faithfully observing 
his precepts of charity, humility and self-denial, receives the mission of 
proclaiming and establishing among all peoples the Kingdom of Christ 
and of God, and she is on earth the seed and the beginning of that  
kingdom.” (Lumen gentium 4-5).
Like the early Christians, God calls us to recognize the power of the Spirit in the community of 
faithful, the universal Church. We are called to recognize the Spirit of truth who resides in the 
body. Through the Spirit, Jesus' spirit is still living and breathing in the body, the community of  
believers. Not only does the Holy Spirit enable us to believe in Christ and put our hope for eternal 
salvation in him, but the Spirit also enables us to love one another as Christ loves us. It is here that  
the moral life finds its source and vitality.
What a critical question of faith: 
Do we really believe in Pentecost? Do we really believe that the Spirit dwells in us as Church?

Sources: reflection shortened from: RENEW International, Why Catholic? The Profession of Faith:
What We Believe, pp. 50-52 | picture: http://www.catholic.org/clife/lent/pentecost.php

Send forth your Spirit, oh Lord, and renew the face of the earth.



N E W S

May 8 The neighboring Protestant community will celebrate their confirmations this Sunday morning. We do not expect this to have any effect on the timely beginning of our Mass. However, should there be a slight delay or a few more people around before Mass than we are used to, let us be understanding and happy for them...
May 15 – Pentecost SundayOpportunity to receive the Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation – before Mass, 12:15-12:45pm. 
May 16 – Pentecost MondayA holy day of obligation for the faithful in all German dioceses. There will be no English Mass at ICCH; however, you are invited to join the German community of St. Michael at 11am.
Find more services and information on the site of the Stadtkirche Heidelberg, see link below. 

May 26 (Thursday) – Solemnity of the Body and Blood of Christ / Corpus Christi Another public holiday and holy day of obligation in our diocese.  There will be no Mass in English at ICCH. Some suggestions for those wanting to attend Mass:10am Mass outside in the park of the Thoraxklinik (at Parkstraße, Rohrbach) with procession11am Mass at St. Michael(Note that we will not celebrate Corpus Christi on the following Sunday as some of you might be used to, since we are following the German liturgical calendar.)
Find more services and information on the site of the Stadtkirche Heidelberg, see link below. 

June 5 At the beginning of the month, take some time to join our social gathering. After Mass, let us get together as a community. If possible, help with set-up/ cleaning up and bring a dish to share!

Information about all services and Masses held in the Stadtkirche (City Church of Heidelberg) can be found online at http://www.stadtkirche-heidelberg.de/html/veranst/gottesdienste612.html or in the print version of the city-wide bulletin that you can find in and take home from each church.
If you would like to be added to our email list please send your contact information to:

infoheidelberg@internationalcatholiccommunity.com
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