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Welcome Father PeterToday’s readings: Rv 7:2-4, 9-14 | 1 Jn 3:1-3 | Mt 5:1-12a
November 1, 2015 – Solemnity of All Saints
“Lord, this is the people that longs to see your face.” (Responsorial Psalm)

On this Solemnity of All Saints, the 
Church calls us to open our eyes, to 
see with the imagination of our faith 
the “great multitude,” the saints who 
already stand in the presence of God, who behold him face to face, who “see him as he is.” The 
deepest longing, the deepest desire of their hearts has already been fulfilled. 

As we look into our own hearts, as we look at the world around us, we must acknowledge that the 
desire to see God “face to face,” waxes and wanes. As we come and go in the midst of daily life, we 
can all too easily lose even our awareness of the place of God in our lives, much less experience an 
intense desire to behold him as he is.  Perhaps we are aware of  individuals  who, for whatever 
reason, seem to have no such desire at all. How can this desire be more kindled in our hearts? How 
might we help awaken it in those for whom it remains nearly extinguished?

To answer those questions, we might turn to the saints. How is that those we call “saints” have  
lived and died with this great longing, this great desire? One answer to that question may be found 
in the Beatitudes. Those who have discovered the blessedness of being poor in spirit, of hungering 
and thirsting for righteousness, of showing mercy and even of experiencing persecution because of 
the name of Jesus—they are the ones whose desire for God has also grown.

As we look to the saints today, we ask ourselves: are we among the people that longs to see the face  
of  God? Has our desire  for  this  grown,  or has  it  grown cold? On this  blessed day,  the “great  
multitude” who stand before the face of God, stand ready to help us by their prayers. May we sense 
their overflowing desire that we, too, one day might be where they are. May we entrust ourselves to 
their loving intercession today and ask for the grace of desire, of longing, to see the face of God.

[Source: Rev. Richard Gabuzda, http://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/110115.html
picture: http://catholicdos.org/all-saints-day-november-1]

N E W S
SOCIAL GATHERING – Join the other members of the community after Mass for our monthly get-together. Bring time, joy, family and friends – and if possible, also bring a dish to share... 
ALL SOULS DAY – For those wishing to attend Mass on All Souls Day, November 2, these are your nearest options to do so: St. Bonifatius, Weststadt, at 7p.m., and St. Johannes, Rohrbach, at 6p.m.
NOVEMBER 8 – Mass at 10:30a.m. together with the German community | no 1p.m. Mass | some parts in English | hymnals to read along available | Celebration at St. Michael's afterwards (Elisabethfest)If you would like to be added to our email list please send your contact information to:

infoheidelberg@internationalcatholiccommunity.com
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