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November 23, 2014 – The Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ the King

There are many powerful images for God. Today’s readings speak clearly of God as a shepherd. In 
the first reading from Ezekiel, God speaks a litany of vows to the people. “I will look after and 
tend...I will rescue...I will give them rest...I will seek out...I will bring back...I will bind up...I will 
heal.” Take time to listen to which of these phrases most speaks to your heart’s needs today. Feel 
the momentum and gravity of God’s care for us. 

In the Gospel reading this reality of God’s love for us gets taken one step further by Jesus. He calls 
us to share that love with those around us, especially those most in need of love. This is when the 
momentum really takes on new shape - the energy gets transferred from one to another. Jesus 
does not mince words in speaking to his disciples. He tells them in no uncertain terms that when 
they give drink to the thirsty, welcome the stranger, clothe the naked, care for the ill and visit the 
prisoner they are doing these things to him. 

An image that helps remind me of Christ’s lesson today is that of the tabernacle. When I enter the 
sacred space of a Catholic Church, I reverence Christ’s real presence in the tabernacle. As I receive 
the body of Christ in the Eucharist, I envision myself as a living tabernacle for Christ’s presence. 
And as I go about my day, I work to see each and every person I encounter as a living, breathing 
tabernacle standing before me. It is my responsibility and call as a follower of Christ to reverence 
that presence of the divine in each and every person. 

As a global church community we have come to the end of another liturgical year. Today’s 
solemnity of Christ the King invites us to take stock of how we have been loved and shown love in 
the past year and to prepare for how we will enter into the pregnant season of Advent. God’s love 
for us is a powerful force. We are called to allow that force to transfer through us to others by how 
we treat them. When we do this, we are loving God in return.

[Source: http://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/112314.html]

N E W S …
MEETING OF LEADERS - As announced earlier this month, a meeting of all leaders of ministries and all 
those wanting to engage more in the organization of ICCH will take place this Sunday after mass. In it, we want 
to adress mainly organizational, financial and social matters of ICCH. Since the purpose is discussing the basic 
needs as well as future projects of our community, we invite all of you, our parishioners, to give us some 
feedback on what open questions, wishes and ideas you feel we should take into consideration. For that, please 
write down any such matter that might be on your mind on the papers that will be laid out before and after mass. 
As a member of ICCH, your input is very important to us!If you would like to be added to our email list please send your contact information to:

infoheidelberg@internationalcatholiccommunity.com
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