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November 15 – 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

"In those days after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light.”

Why doesn't God make things easier? Perhaps the most vexing faith-question of all-time is the 
problem of God’s silence and his seeming indifference: Why does God allow evil? Why do bad 
things happen to good people? And the presence of evil in the world poses a deeper question: Why 
is God (seemingly) hidden? Why do believers have to live on the edges of doubt? Why doesn’t God 
make his (her) existence clear, a fact beyond doubt? Why doesn’t God silence his critics?
There’s no satisfying answer to that question, not theoretically, and there never will be. Making 
peace with this mystery, the mystery of God’s hiddenness, is a question of a relationship in love 
and trust and not simply a question of right theory. Faith, like love, matures through relationship 
not just theory. When we are loving enough we begin to understand.
Classical, Christian theology taught that evil exists because God respects freedom, both in nature 
and in human beings. When we are confronted with the problem of evil in the world the conclusion 
we might draw is not that God doesn’t exist or doesn’t care, but rather that God respects and values 
freedom in a way that we don’t. What does this mean?
God doesn’t make things easier because God can’t make things easier, at least not without making 
us and the world into something far less than we are. When God made us he gave us as much 
freedom, creativity, and spunk as was possible. He didn’t play it safe, but gave us as much 
godliness as he could without making us into gods ourselves. Simply put, in making us, God went 
so far as to give us a freedom that even he won’t temper with. A risky business, but, it seems, as a 
parent, God would rather risk than control, allow creativity outside of his influence than limit 
ingenuity, and tolerate the misuse of freedom than relate to robots. God is perceived as silent 
because he allows human freedom and ingenuity to be precisely what they are meant to be, non-
coerced, even by God. God is not a frightened parent who needs to control, nor a threatened 
creator who kept what was best back for himself. God allows evil because God respects the freedom 
and ingenuity of creation and, as we know from elsewhere in our faith, can ultimately redeem 
whatever goes wrong.
Things could only be simpler if God had made us Swiss clocks—wonderfully tuned to pre-set 
rhythms, with no mess, no sin, no evil, and the beauty of perfect crystal. But then there wouldn’t be 
any love, freedom, creativity, or meaning. No. God built us on a razor’s edge, so full of godly fire 
that we are capable of both martyrdom and murder. 

[Father Ron Rolheiser, shortened from: http://liturgy.slu.edu/33OrdB111515/reflections_rolheiser.html]

NEWS

CONFESSIONS – The Sacrament of Reconciliation can be received this Sunday, Nov 15, after Mass.
CARE FOR THE HOMELESS – Our mother parish Philipp Neri hosts the “Breakfast in Winter” for homeless people and those in need from Nov 22-29. This invitation to a good meal and some warmth to begin the day with “travels” through all churches of Heidelberg during winter time. If you would like to help the cause, donate some money or material (new or used) that is helpful in winter like blankets, warm pullovers, jackets, candles, or backpacks! Either drop those off at one of the Parish Offices or  to St. Michael on Sundays Nov 15 or 22. 
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