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November 29, 2015 – First Sunday of Advent
“The days are coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise...”

Advent  is  anticipation.  Jeremiah  thrives  on  it:  “The  days  are  coming  when  I  will  fulfill  the 
promise... I will raise up a just shoot... In those days Judah shall be safe and Jerusalem secure.”  
Advent is promise and prayer. Paul’s letter to the Thessalonians brims with desire: “May the Lord 

increase you and make you overflow with love. May he strengthen your hearts.”

But the high hopes of both Jeremiah and Paul were electric with apprehension as 
well. They both wrote in ages of turmoil and threat. There was much to fear. Fears, 
too,  are  feelings  of  childhood.  We  commence  our  lives  with  such  daunting 
vulnerability. The unknown, the unmanageable, the treacherous are everywhere. 
We await the return of the familiar all the more urgently. Life, from its beginning, 
bears its gloomy portents. As Freud reminded us, we begin to die the moment we 
are a-borning.

Today’s  passage  from  Luke’s  Gospel,  the  discourse  on  the  destruction  of 
Jerusalem, has Jesus speaking to our hope in the midst of doom. He invokes the 
imagery of all our primal fears: “There will be signs in the sun, the moon and the 
stars.” Jesus tells of nations in anguish. Darkening skies, longer nights announce 
the winter  of life.  But the child in us looks for the sign of love in the sky, the  
rainbows of fall, the snows that brighten the earth, the arms that reach down to lift  
us up. We love to light the candle that dispels the dark.

And so, even with portents of the end times, there is the promise born: We will  
“see the Son of Man coming on a cloud. ... When these things begin to happen, 
stand up straight and raise your heads, for your ransom is near at hand.” Like 
Israel, like Paul, the childhood we never leave is suspended between devastation 
and delight. We sit up, alert to songs that promise joy. We attend to the slightest  
confirmation that our ransom is at hand.

Each ensuing Advent thus reawakens the child in us. And yet, as each approaches 
and then recedes into the past, our frail childlike qualities mysteriously mature. 

We slowly come to a realization that there is a deeper hope, a more profound ransom, a truer 
liberation. We begin to hope that Jesus Christ’s radiance will be brighter than any snow. We start  
to  trust  that  his  light  could  be  more  luminous  than  all  the  candles  ever  burned,  anticipating  
Christmas.

[John Kavanaugh, SJ - shortened from: http://liturgy.slu.edu/1AdvC112915/theword_embodied.html]

N E W S
SOCIAL GATHERING – Please join us next Sunday, December 6, for our monthly social gathering (the last one in 2015!), as always after Mass. In Germany, this day is traditionally celebrated with little gifts for the kids  in memory of  St. Nicholas... Please stay a while with all the other members of the community after Mass.  Bring a dish to share, a salad, cake, some snacks, fruit, Advent-ish sweets, whatever comes to mind... Warm drinks will be made available!

If you would like to be added to our email list please send your contact information to:
infoheidelberg@internationalcatholiccommunity.com
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