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Welcome Father PeterToday’s readings: Is 35:4-7a | Jas 2:1-5 | Mk 7:31-37
September 6, 2015 – 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Then will the eyes of the blind be opened, the ears of the deaf be cleared...

When these words of today's first reading were first spoken by Isaiah, the immediate reference was 
the hoped-for return and restoration of Israel after the Babylonian Exile. By the time of Jesus, 
those words were understood as pointing to the further restoration of Israel in the messianic age. 
Implication: if the end-time healings are happening, maybe the end-time agent, the Messiah, is 
indeed present among them.

Mark wants us to remember Isaiah 35 when we read his account of Jesus healing the deaf-mute of 
Decapolis. All the evangelists view the accounts of Jesus' healings from two perspectives: (1) they 
describe Jesus' healing the physically disabled, and (2) they also symbolize the power of the risen 
Lord to heal from spiritual blindness, lameness, deafness, and muteness. The cue to look for the 
symbolic dimension comes in the next chapter, at Mark 8:17-18, where Jesus asks his disciples, 
“Are your hearts hardened? Do you have eyes and not see, ears and not hear?”

Persons who are born deaf rarely learn to speak, and then only with great difficulty. 

It is not hard to catch Mark's application of this experience to the life of faith. The summons to the  
life  of faith usually  comes through a word that is  heard.  Proper hearing of that word requires 
healing  from spiritual  deafness,  being  freed up to  receive  the  message  fully  and deeply.  That 
reception, in turn, enables us to communicate to others what we have heard. It is difficult to speak 
unless we hear.

The Second Reading focuses not so much on the hearing of faith as on faithful seeing. James warns 
against taking people according to their “face”, forgetting the beatitude about the poor. Such a 
thing is, he implies, a symptom of spiritual blindness.

There is probably no time in our life when we should not ask for the healing of the blindness of our 
hearts. It is likely, too, that any time is a good one to ask the risen Lord to bless us with the prayer,  
Ephphatha (“Be opened!”). The better we can hear the Gospel, the better we can speak it.

[shortened from: Fr. Dennis Hamm SJ, http://liturgy.slu.edu/23OrdB090615/theword_hamm.html]

N E W S
ICCH ANNIVERSARY – On September 8, 2013, we were excited to have our first ICCH mass in the chapel in the back of the church. Two years of growing together as a community need to be commemorated! Let us celebrate our 2nd anniversary on September 20. Please join us for a mass of thanksgiving and a special social gathering after mass. Details will be announced at mass and shared with you on our next bulletin/ mail – please contact us if you'd like to help with the preparations! But, above all: JOIN US FOR THIS JOYFUL CELEBRATION! khj
ALTAR SERVERS – We are currently planning to have a training for our altar servers on one of the following weekends. Teenagers wanting to help with altar serving or parents wishing to have their children participate, please contact Patrick at church or send us an email at our general mail address (see below).
CONFESSIONS – Come to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation on Sunday Sept 13, after mass (Fr John).If you would like to be added to our email list please send your contact information to:

infoheidelberg@internationalcatholiccommunity.com
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